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January 18, 1990

UM PHARMACY PROGRAM GIVEN A YEAR'S REPRIEVE—
NOW NEEDS LEGISLATORS' HELP
MISSOULA —
The American Council on Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE) has given
the University of Montana an extra year, until June 1991, to add funds
and faculty to its pharmacy program and retain its accreditation.
"This means that the pharmacy school will accept a class in fall
1990, and those students are guaranteed that UM will have an accredited
program to graduate them," said Dean David Forbes. "The deadline for
applications is April 15," he added.
Last June the accrediting agency issued a report that primarily
criticized a lack of state support for the program.

ACPE said that it

would consider withdrawing the school's accreditation in June 1990
unless UM could supplement the school's base budget by $400,000.

The

threat to the 76-year-old UM professional school set in motion a
serious effort to find the needed financial and political support.
By December President James Koch and other UM administrators had
developed a plan to supplement the program's base budget by $125,000
and add $121,000 in one-time-only funds from state appropriations and
vacancy savings.

The base budget increment was made possible by U M ’s

record enrollment last fall.
The plan, submitted to ACPE, also described a commitment by the
Montana Board of Regents to seek a biennial base-budget appropriation

more

Pharm2.r1

2

of $250,000 from the 1991 Legislature.

The regents may also seek a

separate funding formula for expensive clinical health education
programs, such as pharmacy, nursing and physical therapy.
The plan included letters of support from UM President Koch,
Provost Don Habbe, Board of Regents Chairman William Mathers, Deputy
Commissioner for Academic Affairs John Hutchinson and Governor Stan
Stephens.
When the plan is fully implemented, the pharmacy school should add
$375,000 to its base budget, approximately nine faculty members and two
teaching assistants.
"The ACPE decision is the first piece of good news we've had in a
long time about the program.

It's a recognition of the

commitment

President Koch and UM have made to the school," Habbe said.
Forbes agreed. "The school is in a better position for the long
term.

The wolf is not at the door right now, but h e ’s going to be back

in 1991; and we have to strengthen the house by implementing the plan.
This is a message to the Legislature," he said.
Forbes recently sent a letter to pharmacy alumni asking them to
urge Montana legislators to save the school’s accreditation by
appropriating needed funds.
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